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   ICC VOTES TO SUPPORT SBC ILLINOIS 
                                            IN LONG DISTANCE PLAN 
 
 
 The Illinois Commerce Commission, in a unanimous vote today, agreed that SBC 
Illinois has complied with federal requirements to open its network to 
telecommunications companies seeking to provide customers with alternative 
telecommunications service. 
 The Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996 provided that Bell Operating 
companies, which split from AT&T in 1984, including SBC Illinois, may provide long 
distance services in their own region when they have proven that their network is open to 
competitors and customers have a choice. 
 Section 271 of the federal Telecommunications Act provides a checklist of 14 
measures of competitive behavior, which the ICC considered in its deliberations.  Once 
SBC Illinois petitions the Federal Communications Commission for authority to provide 
in region long distance service, the FCC is expected to review the  ICC’s report to 
determine if the company has met its burden of proof.   The FCC also will consult with 
the Department of Justice to verify that operational support systems are working, 
competitors are able to purchase the parts of the incumbent’s network needed to provide 
customer service and that competition is, in fact, developing. 

The investigation into SBC Illinois’ compliance with the federal checklist began 
in October 2001.  An interim order was entered in February, 2003 on the first phase of 
the investigation.  In the intervening months, the ICC evaluated SBC Illinois’ compliance 
with previous Commission orders, and remedial actions set out in the interim order.  The 
Commission’s evaluation included assessing data from months of operational support 
system testing, reviewing Bearing Point’s report on an audit of SBC’s operations support 
system and a determination that SBC’s plan for compensating competitive local exchange 
carriers for delayed access is adequate. 

Commission Chairman Ed Hurley said it was time to move on with competition in 
Illinois.  “I have spoken to those in other states where 271 has been approved and they all 
agree that competition is good for everybody.” 
  Copies of the final order in Docket 01-0662 will be available on the 
Commission’s electronic docketing system later today at www.icc.state.il.us. 
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